
In the Firehouse Gallery 
Five Artist Show 

September 1 - 30, 2011 
 

During the month of September, the Firehouse Gallery is 
host to a Five Artist show, featuring member artists Jill 
Breaux, Beth Hutchinson, Kathy Lukens, Julie McCue 
and Merna Joan Watta. The show will run from Septem-
ber 1 ï September 30 and will feature a variety of medi-
ums.  

Jill Breaux, photographer, has studied art, design, dis-
play, marketing and retailing, as well as Feng Shui on the 
east and west coasts of the mainland and Canada. She 
considers herself a class junkieéalways learning. Jill 
moved to Hawaii from North Carolina and has just re-
cently moved back there. She studied photography with 
Robert Frutos in Hawaii and her passion for the media 
blossomed with the richness of the subject matter and 

lighting. ñI feel the moments were given 
to me and I was just there to capture 
them. My mission is to pass them on 
so that people can appreciate the land 
and the beauty of the area. If the pho-
tos help improve someoneôs home or 
office or helps them to shift the energy 
in their interior surroundings, then 
thatôs a good thing. I try to live in bal-
ance and harmony with natureé trying 
to help improve our surroundings.ò Jill 
has expanded into cards, feeling that 
people sometimes forget the art of 
communication, and offers a variety of 

subjects to fit every occasioné or no particular occasion.  

Beth Hutchinson comes to us from the New Jersey 
Shore, and will be exhibiting 
acrylics and oils. Living in 
Waimea full time for about 8 
years, she says the TV show 
ñJersey Shoreò bears only a 
minute resemblance to the 
real thing. Selling her real 
estate company in 1988, 
Beth had time to take up two 
longtime desires: golf and 
painting lessons. The golf 
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didnôt stick but the painting did. ñI Like the awareness of 
light and color that came into my daily life. The skyôs not 
really just blue and the trees arenôt only green.ò Arriving 
in Hawaii, Beth took lessons from both Janice Gail and 
Marcia Ray, who encouraged her use of bold contrasting 
colors. ñMy conflict and goal is to become more free in 
my expression.ò Her other passion is potting, but she has 
found it difficult to do that here. Beth took Honorable 
Mention and First Place ribbons in recent Helen Cassidy 
shows, and that has encouraged her to keep working in 
her tiny garage studio. ñJust me and the resident 
Geckos.ò  She comments: ñWaimea Arts Council is a 
great incentive for artists up here; a sense that theyôre not 
working in a vacuum. We find the all important mutual 
critique that helps us grow 
and improve our work.ò 

Kathy Lukens will be includ-
ing both art quilts and her 
hand dyed silk and rayon 
scarves (paired with cards 
by Jill Breaux). Kathy has 
been involved in fiber arts 
for as long as she can re-
member. Starting with tradi-
tional quilting on the 
mainland, her love of color 
resurfaced when she moved to the Big Island and started 
dyeing her own fabric. Possibilities for quilts and other 
fiber arts blossomed with her ability to create her own 
fabric and she quickly branched out to Hawaiian quilting 
and then the more contemporary art quilts. For the past 
10 years, she has led the Monday morning quilting group 
at Tutuôs House. 

Julie McCue will be exhibiting watercolor paintings. Julie 
began teaching herself to paint after retiring and moving 
to North Kohala from Minnesota in 1994, inspired by the 
colors of the landscape and flowers of Hawaii. ñI love the 
way watercolor worksé the colors combine in such inter-
esting waysé often unpredictable. It has been a chal-
lenge to loosen up and let it do itôs own thing and see 
what happens.ò She was delighted last February to have 
her painting of cherry blossoms used for the cover of the 
Cherry Blossom Festival brochure. In addition to painting 
in her own studio with a view of the Alenuihaha Channel, 

(ñFive Artistsò Continued on page 2) 

ñHad a Great Dayò 
Photo by Jill Breaux 

ñBirdsò  Oil on canvas, 
 by Beth Hutchinson 

ñMonstera Madnessò 
Art Quilt by Kathy Lukens 
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Mahalo to our Volunteers  

The following members volunteered during the month of 
July - thank you for your time and dedication! 

Docents: Terry Bensch, Trudy Bensch, Teresa Crowell, 
Judy Folk, Janice Gail, Suzanne Haight, F.W. Hendriks, 
Beth Hutchinson, Kathy Lukens, Julie McCue, Clytie 
Mead, Irina Place, Wendi Roehrig, Merna Joan Watta, 
Jay West, Sarah Ednie. 

Show Prep: Rachel Baker, Jill Breaux, Lynn Duggan, 
Judy Folk, Suzanne Haight, Kathy Lukens, Merna Joan 
Watta, Jay West. 

Welcome to new docents:  Teresa Crowell, Rachel 
Baker, and Lynn Chapman. 

Board Talké 
We have replaced the monthly Presidentôs letter 
with articles from rotating members of the Board 
of Directors. This monthôs contribution is from  
Irina Place. 

ñParis - London - New York - Honokaôaò read bumper 
stickers found in tourist shops in Hilo, bringing smiles to 
the faces of the island residents. Many of us have made 
a conscious decision to live on the island, far away from 
the worldôs centers of culture, great museums and pres-
tigious art galleries. We go to museums when we travel, 
we get inspired there and vow to be more creative when 
we return to our studios. And we do return to the studios 
and the rest of our lives. We create, but not as much as 
we promised ourselves. 

Artists need other artists to stimulate enthusiasm for art, 
a desire to learn new techniques, to experiment and to 
grow. That is why the Waimea Arts Council, and itôs 
most visual project, the Firehouse Gallery, are an im-
portant feature on the map of the island. It is a venue for 
artists - experienced and beginners - to show their art, 
to attend exhibits, to exchange ideas, to get inspired 
and learn from each other. It offers classes and work-
shops on the premises and posts announcements about 
workshops and cultural events elsewhere on the island. 
Themed shows at the Gallery make one flex that crea-
tive muscle and produce the work that would never be 
done otherwise. 

We are coming to the time when membership dues are 
renewed. Supporting local art is as important as sup-
porting local agriculture - it contributes to the quality of 
the community we live in. Whether you are an experi-
enced artist, a beginner, somewhere in between, not an 
artist but have a yearning for art in your soul, or just 
want to be a patron of arts, this is your opportunity to 
support an organization that keeps art happening - it is 
within your reach and your means. You can take 
classes and try your hand at something you perhaps 
wanted to do for years and never had the time. You can 
become a docent and help to keep the gallery open on 
as many days as possible - put your knowledge of art to 
a practical use. You can attend art show receptions, 
taste the famous punch served there, get acquainted 
with the artists and have interesting, stimulating conver-
sations with like-minded people. If you have organiza-
tional talents, we would dearly like to have you put them 
to a good use within our organization.  

Become a member today and help build a better com-
munity for tomorrow. 

  Irina Place, Hospitality Chair 

 

Membership dues will be due on October 1 

for the year 2011 -12.   

which is truly inspiring, she has 
been painting with a group in Ka-
paau, which has encouraged her to 
continue to try new, increasingly 
difficult projects, in hopes of improv-
ing as an artist. ñWe all help each 
other, and truly enjoy the time spent 
together.ò Her cards can also be 
found at Elements in Hawi, Vea 
Polynesian Gifts in Kapaau and the 
North Hawaii Community Hospital 
gift shop in Waimea. 

Merna Joan Watta, painting under 
the name of ñUlulaniò (heavenly inspiration) will be show-
ing some of her acrylics at this show. Merna was born, 
raised and schooled in Detroit, MI. She majored in Fash-
ion Illustration and Commercial Art at Cass Tech, and 
spent an additional two years at the 
Society of Arts & Crafts. While raising 
a family, artwork was put aside. After 
moving to the Big Island in 1993, she 
was once again inspired to share the 
beauty of the world through her art. 
Merna has worked in many different 
media, including watercolor, oil, ink, 
charcoal, pastels and graphite. She 
is presently working in acrylics and 
colored pencil. She has earned 
awards in several Helen Cassidy 
Juried Art shows, and has held three 
shows at the Firehouse Gallery, two 
Kaha Kii and another with a friend. 
Merna plans to continue to try out new ideas and crea-
tions. When retirement from work comes along, she will 
devote much of her time to her art. You can also view 
many of her original works, prints and cards at her Wai-
koloa Studio (883-0754) or on her website at 
www.paintingsbyululani.com. Commissions are wel-
comed and encouraged.  

(ñFive Artistsò Continued from page 1) 

ñFeel the Heatò 
Acrylic by  

Merna Joan Watta 

ñPurple Irisò 
Watercolor by Julie McCue 

http://www.paintingsbyululani.com
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Firehouse Gallery  

Upcoming 2011 Calendar  

The main gallery is available with a small fee  
for special art exhibitions or events by community 

groups. 
 

 
 
September 1 - 30 ....... ñFive Artistsò  group show,  Mixed 
                                    Kathy Lukens, Jill Breaux,  
                                    Julie McCue, Merna  Watta, 
                                    & Beth Hutchinson 
 
October 5 - 29 ............ 27

th
 Annual Helen M. Cassidy  

                                   Memorial Juried  Art Show 
October 8 ................... Reception and Awards 3 - 5 pm 
 
November 2-26 .......... J. Jay West, ñTrashformationò,  
                                    art from recycled and found  
                                    objects. 
November 19 & 20..... Hamakua Artisansô Guild  
                                   9th  annual Holiday Studio Tour,  
                                   10 am - 5 pm 
 
December 1 - 30 ........ 4th Annual Affordable Art Show 
                                    and sale.  
                                   All art priced under $250 
December 3 ............... Waimea Twilight Christmas  
                                   Parade,  Gallery open until 8 pm 
 
 

Calendar subject to change.  
Contact:  
   Gallery Chair, Jay West  
   artglass@aloha.net  
   Phone 885-7812 
 
 
 

 

SUPPORT WAIMEA ARTS 
COUNCIL AND HELP US TO 

FUNDRAISE EVEN  
FASTER!  

 
Once again this September, 
we are participating in the Give Aloha program with Food-
land. 

Make a donation to Waimea Arts Council at any Foodland, 
Sack N Save or Foodland Farms checkout, and Foodland 
and the Western  Union Foundation will make a    donation 
to our organization too! 

Our Organization code is 77706. 
 

How to Help:  

1) Show your Maikaôi Card and make a donation to our 
organization (up to $249 per person) at any Foodland, 
Sack N Save or Foodland Farms checkout from Sep-
tember 1 -30, 2011. (Note: donations without a makaôi 
card will not be matched.) 

2) Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will 
match a portion of all donations up to a total of at least 
$250,000 for all organizations combined. 

 

Notice of Electoral and Annual Meetings  
September 10, 2011 - 1:30 pm  

 
The annual Electoral Meeting of the Waimea Arts 
Council will be held on Saturday, Sept. 10 at 1:30 pm 
and is open to all members.  

At this meeting, we will vote on the slate of nominees for 
members of the Board of Directors. A list of nominees 
will be emailed out to the membership prior to the meet-
ing. Specific duties for each board member will be as-
signed after the Board has been elected. 

The Annual Meeting of the Waimea Arts Council will be 
held at the same time. If you have any issues, sugges-
tions, or questions you would like to present to board 
members, the annual meeting is a good chance to do so. 

  This is your chance to participate and be heard!  

Entertainment at the 
Firehouse Gallery  

 
Musical entertainment was 
provided by Irina Place 
and Dennis Michalske for 
attendees during the    
reception for the Hamakua 
Artisanôs Guild Show on 
August 13th.  
 
A big mahalo to Irina and 
Dennis for adding to the 
ambience of the day! 

New Gallery Chair needed!  
Jay West has tendered her resignation as Gallery Chair, 
effective September 30, and we need someone to step 
up and replace her. This is a big job, and involves orga-
nizing and setting up shows, keeping the calendar full 
and overseeing the running of the Firehouse Gallery. 
The job could easily be done with 2 co-chairs, and there 
is also a Gallery Committee to assist.  

Please contact Judy Folk at jfolk@hawaiiantel.net if you 
have an interest in fulfilling this position. 
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WAC Membership and Gallery  

Report  - July, 2011  

    New Members     0  

    Renewals         0     

    Total membership end of June   70 

    Volunteer hours     126.5 hrs. 

    Most hours          Merna  Joan Watta 

WAC welcomes any news, articles or comments, po-
etry, or anything you would like to share.  Let us know 
when you are exhibiting outside of WAC. Submit items 
to Julie McCue: 
  jmccue@hawaii.rr.com,   or 
  PO Box 1515, Kapaau, HI  96755. 

The Waimea Arts Council is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting the arts and is supported primarily 
by donations from itôs members.  Membership is open to 
the public and donations are welcome.  Call 887-1052 or 
stop by for information on joining. 

 

WAIMEA ARTS COUNCIL  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2010-2011  
 

President Emeritus - Dolly Loo   Å   President - Judy Folk 
Vice President - Wendi Roehrig  Å   Secretary - Martha Stephens 

Treasurer - open (Judy Folk & Clytie Mead,  acting) 
At large - Collie Will, Karen Thrasher 

 

COMMITTEES 
GALLERY- Jay West, Chair,  Merna Joan Watta, Jill Breaux,  

Suzanne Haight, Marian Stanton, Kathy Lukens 
HOSPITALITY - Irina Place 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Press Releases - Sandy Mackey    Website - Kathy Lukens 

Social Media & Internet - open 
Newsletter - Julie McCue, Barbara Schaefer 

Out and About 

ñBig Island Styleò fine art show  
features Waimea artists  

 

The Wailoa Center in Hilo is proud to announce ñBig Is-
land Styleò, a September month-long mixed media fine 
art show that features a group of 12 Big Island artists 
from around the island. Each artist comes from different 
backgrounds, explores different mediums, and each re-
sponds distinctively to the Big Islandôs unique natural en-
vironment and influences by creating art and fine craft. 

Waimea Arts Council participating 
Firehouse Gallery artists in this 
special show include Kathy 
Lukens (contemporary quilts), 
Clytie Mead (realistic watercolor 
paintings on silk), Jay West 
(recycled paper and glass mixed 
media), Irina Place (impressionist 
painting) and Julie McCue 
(realistic watercolor paintings). 

The show will be on display Sept. 
2 - 29. It is free and open on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, and 
Wednesday from noon to 4:30 
pm. The Center is closed on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Wailoa Art & Cultural Center is a 
Division of State Parks, Department of Land and Natural 
Resources. 

The public is invited to attend a reception to meet the 
artists on Friday, Sept. 2 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at the 
Wailoa Center. For more information about the show con-
tact Jay West, show coordinator at artglass@aloha.net or 
885-7812. 

Waimea Arts Council Annual Helen M. 

Cassidy Juried Art Show  

See enclosed prospectus for entry details! 

The Waimea Arts Council will celebrate the 27th year of 
the Helen M. Cassidy Memorial Juried Art Show during 
October, 2011. This annual competition is open to all 
current or new members of WAC. 

The show is named in honor of Helen M. Cassidy, who 
was instrumental in establishing the Waimea Arts Coun-
cil over 30 years ago. Born in Hilo, Hawaii, she attended 
Punahou School in Honolulu. In 1920 she qualified for 
the US Olympic Swim Team and went to Antwerp, Bel-
gium, as Hawaiiôs first woman Olympian. She married 
Charles E. Cassidy in 1930. Mr. Cassidy was a well-
known football player at Cornell University and later 
coached teams in Hawaii, where he became an Associ-
ate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Helenôs painting career started in the 1940ôs, when she 
tried to interest her daughter in painting and ended up 
being the one taking lessons. She studied under Lloyd 
Sexton and other well known local artists. After the death 
of her husband she moved to Waimea on Hawaii Island 
where she continued to paint and show her works at the 
Kona Arts Center and in Waimea. Helen passed away on 
April 8, 1985. Her efforts to establish and promote the 
Waimea Arts Council have culminated in the Firehouse 
Gallery, located in the old fire station at the main stop-
light and crossroads in Waimea. 

The judge for this yearôs event is Jennifer Cook, Hawaii 
artist and teacher. She believes ñthat we are all creative 
in some way. Art is a wonderful privilege. We get a 
chance to say something loud and clear, and to be 
heard.ò 

Entries will be accepted on Saturday. October 1. 

A painting is what you make of it, besides 
which, ñMoon, Weepingò has a better ring to it 
than ñPaintbrush, Dripping.ò 
               ~Robert Brault, www.robertbrault.com 

ñCity of Refugeò 
Watercolor on Silk by 

Clytie Mead 
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